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the book too often consists of rather abstract statements, even fanciful metaphor, 
in which are embedded undigested verbatim extracts from the originals. (An 
example of the penchant for metaphorical exposition: ‘‘Parole, it follows, is the 
small part of the iceberg that appears above the water, /angue is the larger mass 
that supports it, and is implied by it, both in speaker and hearer, but which 
never itself appears” (p. 21); and one example from many which could have 
been given of instances where for this reviewer at least there is a non-sequitur, 
or at least a deduction which presupposes knowledge of the kind which the 
beginner presumably would not have at his disposal: “‘As ordinarily the 
relationship between observer and observed achieves a kind of primacy, it becomes 
the only thing that can be observed. It becomes the stuff of reality itself. More- 
over, the principles involved must invest the whole of reality. In consequence 
[sic], the true nature of things may be said to lie not in things themselves, but 
in the relationships which we construct, and then perceive, between them” 
(p. 17)-) 

To sum up: the book is stronger on the application of the modes of thought 
involved to literary criticism, and weaker on the theories and their origins. 
Although inadequately explained, however, the tenets underpinning these 
central areas of communication are rehearsed, and the book will fulfil its pur- 
pose reasonably until the job is done better. 


C. Goop 


Journal of European Studies, ix (1979) 
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